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A Catholic high school's dispute with the city of San Diego over the right to expand its campus appears to be 
headed to court. 

Academy of Our Lady of Peace, a private all-girls Catholic school located in North Park, has accused city 
officials of religious discrimination for denying it building permits for two new school facilities. 

The city contends the school's plans involve the removal of two houses "of historical significance" in violation 
of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

A trial date is set for Oct. 1, and school officials have scheduled depositions of city officials for later this 
month. 

“The proposed modernization plan is the only way the Academy of Our Lady of Peace can continue 
upholding its mission to meet the educational needs of its students, the future leaders of the San Diego 
community," said Daniel Dalton, an attorney with the Michigan law firm of Dalton & Tomich who specializes 
in religious land use cases. "The academy asks only that it be treated fairly under the law. 

"The school has been in the area since 1925. They want the ability to be as relevant today and in the future, 
and that's why it's critical to add new buildings." 

Our Lady of Peace's plans include a new science lab and a two-story parking structure that tops out at street 
level. The science building also will feature an enhanced library/media center and additional classrooms. 

Dalton said the structures would be built on land the school already owns, and they'd be modeled to look like 
residential homes. 

"We changed the design in light of neighbors' concerns," he said. "The city has allowed hundreds of 
demolitions and relocations. It's about a neighborhood that's upset and doesn't want a new building built 
next to them." 

Our Lady of Peace hasn't built a new scholastic building since 1965, and the last facility it added was a gym 
in the mid-2000s. 

School officials say they’ve exhausted all possibilities for adapting their current structures, and the location 
of the campus prevents them from expanding anywhere else. 

"The majority of the campus is on a slope," Dalton said. "It's not buildable. They're right on the hills of 
Mission Valley." 

According to court documents, the city claims its decision to deny the permits was due to Our Lady of 
Peace’s failure to comply with CEQA requirements and there is no evidence to suggest any other motivation 
for the denial. 

Our Lady of Peace filed its federal lawsuit against the city in May 2009. The suit alleges violation of the 
Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000, as well as violations of federal and state 
constitutional rights. 

Dalton said approval for the plan was attained from the City of San Diego Developmental Services 
Department and affirmed by the Planning Commission in 2008 but later rescinded by City Council. 
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